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CONTACT:

F O R    I M M E D I A T E    R E L E A S E
BIBLICAL STORYTELLER TO  PERFORM/TEACH  LOCALLY

Acclaimed biblical storyteller Dennis Dewey will give dramatic performance of 

_____________________________________________________________________*   at:

      
PLACE:

           ADDRESS:


DATE: 


TIME:   

The internationally known performer describes himself as the only full time biblical storyteller in the world. Dewey has performed at the National Storytelling Festival, the Joseph Campbell Festival, the Greenbelt (UK) Festival and on a national television special sponsored by the National Bible Association. He has led seminars and workshops in churches and seminaries and universities all over the world, including Oxford, Yale, Duke, Princeton, Toronto,  Sydney and Melbourne.
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Although many people think storytelling is for children, Dewey says that most of his audiences are adults. “ The 

stories that I perform are entertaining, moving and intellectually challenging. These are stories that changed history.”

Dewey calls himself a "minister of biblical story," a vocation he describes as "helping an audience to hear the 

stories of scripture again for the first time." He has been a full time biblical storyteller for over five years and 

has performed and taught at hundreds of churches, schools, and conferences, including the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA), and the 1997 Lutheran Youth Gathering of 40,000 in the New Orleans Superdome.

His work has taken him all over the United States,  Canada  and seven other countries including Israel, England, Korea, New Zealand, Australia and Honduras.. He has produced several video tapes and is currently writing a book about biblical storytelling.

The script for Dewey's performance consists of the actual text of the Bible—nearly word for word and all from memory. His artistry combines the ancient technique of the storyteller with the performance power of drama,  making use of space in a way that helps the audience visualize the events and characters of the stories. He says that it is common for someone in the audience to tell him, "I have been going to church all my life, but I never heard the story until now!" His repertoire includes the Gospels of Mark and John, Genesis, Galatians and the Christmas narratives, the resurrection stories, Revelation and Jonah. Dewey says, "We know that that later became what we call ‘Bible’ originally  circulated in oral form, learned and told by heart for generations before being written down. They were originally not silent ink on paper, but breath and sound and life.”

Dewey, an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA), is a graduate of Hartwick College, where he  trained in drama, and of Princeton Theological Seminary. He has also done graduate study in education at the State University of New York. He makes his home in Utica, New York with his wife and three children.
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Dr. Thomas Long, acclaimed  scholar and author, says, "Dennis Dewey does not merely memorize the texts; 

he absorbs them, embodies them." Dr. Thomas Boomershine, New Testament professor at United Theological 

Seminary and author of STORY JOURNEY says, "Dennis Dewey is the best there is!"

Dennis Dewey will also lead a workshop in biblical storytelling at:

PLACE:

ADDRESS:

DATE:

TIME (from/till):

COST:

The workshop will explore the oral roots of the Bible’s storytelling tradition and teach skills from learning the texts by heart and performing them as spiritual discipline and as artistic creation. The workshop is open to clergy, teachers, lectors and any who are interested in storytelling. For more information call _____________________.
OTHER INFORMATION:
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(NOTE: The following are descriptions of several of the programs in Dennis Dewey's repertoire. Please note in the lead sentence on page one which of these applies.)
*In the Beginning, Toward the Middle, and All the Way to the End: Stories from Genesis to Revelation
is a 75-minute program of stories from the Old and New Testaments, from Genesis to Revelation. It is a collection of moving, compelling and humorous stories that come to life in the telling.

*Jesus Christ, the Son of God: Stories from the Gospel of Mark is a performance of  stories that comprise about 75% of Mark's Gospel and takes about 90 minutes. It is a dramatic and fast-paced story of the life and ministry of Jesus. One commentator has said that it is mainly the story of Jesus’ suffering and crucifixion with a very long introduction.

*The Light and the Life: Stories from the Gospel of John is a program of the stories that comprise about 65% of John's gospel and takes about 90 minutes. A book of “signs,” John’s stories about Jesus are longer than those of the other gospels with substantially more developed dialogue.

*In the Beginning: Stories from the Beginning of Genesis  is a presentation of  the stories found in Genesis 1-22  and takes about 60 minutes. The experience is much like that of the first people of faith, who lived in oral culture, hearing the stories of their tradition in ways that shaped their faith and the faith that they passed on to successive generations.

*Stories for Lent from Old and New Testaments  is a program of  the stories such as Adam and Eve, the Call of Jonah, and the Temptation of Jesus. This collection of stories from Old and New Testaments is appropriate to the season of Lent, a time of reflection and preparation for Easter.

*The Stories of Christmas  is a presentation of the birth narratives of Jesus from Matthew and Luke, along with the Prologue to John’s Gospel, the story of Jesus’ baptismal “adoption” from Mark, and a portion of Galatians that refers to the birth of Jesus.

*Who Has Bewitched You?  is a performance of Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, a “letter” which was certainly dictated aloud, committed memory by a professional “reciter,” and then presented as the closest thing to live telecommunication afforded by first century technology.

*Alive!  is a presentation of the four resurrection stories from the four gospels—each unique and standing on is own. An intriguing look at how the stories were formed in each of the communities associated with the names Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

*Apoclypse! The Revelation to John  is a dramatic oral enactment of the fiery poetry of the book of Revelation as it may well first have been

